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Working at the UN * Working around the World

Why is CLC at the UN?

Christian Life Community is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) accredited at the United Nations in 1973.  As a world community, we are committed to global peace, justice and harmony.  We believe that one important way to work toward these goals is to work with the United Nations.   

Recent questions under reflection:

· How can we use our NGO status at the UN to fulfill our mission as CLC?   
· How can we enhance cooperation and communication between CLC and people working for justice around the world? 
What’s a Working Group? 

There are two CLC Working Groups (WG), one for each UN site, one in Geneva, Switzerland and one in New York, USA. The role of the WG is to act as a bridge between CLCs worldwide and our UN representatives.  They do this by:
· attending sessions at the UN, 

· collecting stories from our CLCs,  
· communicating between CLC and the UN and with other NGOs.

· making suggestions for CLC action

The Working Group is missioned by the World community to represent Christian Life Community.  In New York, four CLC members are sent to serve as NGO representatives at the UN.
United Nations Information
To learn more about the UN, its structure, its activities, and issues on its agenda, go to:
http://www.un.org
Focus Areas

Why develop a focus area?  In order to be more effective both at the UN and in the world, CLC discerned that it would be best to focus our efforts. The World ExCo confirmed the theme of Multicultural, Respect, Dialogue, and Advocacy under which the WGs would orient their efforts.  The focus areas of water and racism were deemed the most urgent needs at this time.   The Geneva WG deals primarily with issues of racism; and the New York WG, issues related to water.
Stories around the Globe!
We want to share the grassroots stories of our CLC around the globe as they relate to our focus areas or to other areas of urgency that can be addressed at the UN. It often happens at the UN where the stories at the grassroots level have the effect of changing hearts and motivating action.  Our local reality informs our global reality. Please send your stories to your National Contact who can forward them to the Working Groups.

Contact Network

The WCLC is looking to identify a National Contact from each country in WCLC.  This contact would facilitate the communication of the work of the CLC NGO at the UN to the local communities and vice versa.  For more information, see Projects 127 which can be found at our WCLC website: 

www.cvx-clc.net/pub.html
If your country does not yet have a national contact, you may contact the New York working group at: new-yorkwg@cvx-clc.net or the Geneva working group at: genevawg@cvx-clc.net.
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